
Moving Forward Through the Wilderness 
The Rev. Nathan Stomberg 

 
This year my wife and I moved to the town of Scituate, Rhode Island. As anyone native to 
Rhode Island knows, this sleepy rural town is best known by its defining feature: the Scituate 
Reservoir. Since moving to Scituate, the history of the reservoir has fascinated me, 
particularly the intrigue and vast consequences of its construction. 
 
The Scituate reservoir is the largest inland body of water in Rhode Island, with a capacity of 
roughly 39 billion US gallons, and covering 5.3 square miles. Construction began on the 
reservoir in 1915, and when it was finished in 1926, it was among the most technologically 
advanced dam systems in the country, and the only one of its kind in New England. One of 
the dams by my apartment, the Horseshoe Dam, was built in 1918 and holds 421 million 
gallons of water about 15 feet deep. For its time and even to this day, the size and scope of 
the project is hard to comprehend, and its construction would take an incredible toll on the 
thousands of families who lived in Scituate. 
 
The watershed for the Scituate Reservoir was claimed by the City of Providence by eminent 
domain because the growing city needed drinking water. Overall, 35% of Scituate’s land 
mass was claimed. Over the decade it took to build the reservoir, from 1915 to 1925, over 
1,195 buildings were destroyed. The demolition included 375 homes and 233 barns, which 
were either burned down, torn down, or relocated. Seven schools were taken down, as well 
as six churches. In addition to homes, schools, and places of worship, countless people lost 
their livelihoods as well: 10 general stores, 6 mills, 30 dairy farms, multiple post offices, ice 
houses, taverns, and fire stations. Entire cemeteries had to be relocated as well. When the 
Pawtuxet River was finally dammed to fill the reservoir, 7 villages would be completely 
erased from the map: Kent, Richmond, South Scituate, Ashland, Saundersville, Ponagansett, 
and Rockland. Parts of Clayville and North Scituate were also lost. 
 
Despite years of legal battles, the people of Scituate were powerless to stop the reservoir 
project. Thousands of families had no choice but to leave their homes and relocate. The 
emotional toll of Scituate’s exodus out of the watershed left scars which remain and define 
the town’s character to this day. When the reservoir was constructed, the landscape and 
culture of Scituate was fundamentally changed forever. But the people had to move forward. 
There was no going back to the way things were before. I think we as a church can learn 
from their resilience. 
 
In February 2022, Holy Communion Anglican Church faces a similar inflection point in her 
experience, as do all Biblically orthodox churches across the Western world. This inflection 
point is the realization that the landscape of our culture has utterly changed. Our 
comfortable Christian lives have been flooded and washed away, and we now find ourselves 
displaced, in a culture and a church we do not recognize. Now more than ever, we Western 
Christians find ourselves as strangers and sojourners wandering across a desert wilderness. 
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Our challenge, if we wish to grow and do effective ministry into the future, is threefold. 
First, we must remember that God’s people have always existed as pilgrims and sojourners in 
a foreign culture. Second, we must acknowledge the ever-changing cultural and demographic 
touchstones around us and understand how they will make the Church look different. And 
third, we must trust God moving forward into the wilderness, knowing the fundamentals of 
the Church Universal will never change: Pure doctrine; the Sacraments, administered 
according to Christ’s holy institution; and the right use of church discipline. 
 
Pilgrims and Strangers 
 

We read this promise in the 43rd chapter of the book of Isaiah: 
 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am 
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 
 
In this passage, God offers comfort to His people through the prophet Isaiah, who makes a 
future-oriented address to the Jews in Babylonian exile. The take-away for Isaiah’s audience, 
as well as us, is that God’s power is never exhausted. Isaiah reminds the listener that God’s 
deliverance did not end with the original Exodus out of Egypt, but in fact continues in a 
pattern of Exodus-like deliverances, which we know culminates in Christ’s deliverance for us 
on the Cross. 
 
Yet, even though Christ’s work is accomplished once and for all, the image of God’s people 
delivered through the wilderness is still instructive for us today. In fact, Israel’s repeated 
desert wanderings are descriptive of the life of anyone who seeks after God. The reality of 
life is that the way forward is always through the wilderness, and we have no control over 
that. The path forward in life is not always clear, and we don’t get a say about it. Present 
circumstances may exhaust us, but we can’t always change them. 
 
So, thanks be to God: When God calls us forward through the wilderness, though the path 
is unclear, He creates a way for us; When we find ourselves in the desert without relief, God 
refreshes us; When we are exhausted by the trials and calamities of this world, God’s power 
to save is never exhausted. 
 
Our responsibility is to trust this promise, and to follow the LORD where he leads us. Like 
Abraham when God called him forth, like Moses and the Israelites in Egypt, like the 
Israelites exiled in Babylon, we as God’s people live as pilgrims and strangers this side of 
Heaven. And like our spiritual fathers before us, we face the temptation to mutter and 
complain, and to yearn for the “good old days” we once knew (see Numbers 13:2-3). But God 
does not call His people back into slavery in Egypt, he calls them forward into the desert, to 
deliver them into the promised land! The reality is that the nostalgia we have for the past is a 
mirage, and it is impossible to go back to the “way things were before.” The changing 
circumstances of life outside of our control mean the world we live in today is different from 
the one we knew yesterday, like it or not! 
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The Church You Grew Up in No Longer Exists 
 

The dramatic disruption to daily life caused by Covid and the protracted government 
response has forced everyone to reckon with how much life has changed from the one we 
knew before 2020. In a very real sense, we have collectively undergone a process of 
mourning for a type of cultural innocence we once had (either real or imagined), free of the 
present political and economic challenges we now face. Thinking of this complex feeling, 
there is a poignant image I encountered on social media which I think encapsulates the 
present situation. 
 
The picture in question is that of a young girl, perhaps 5 or 6 years old, standing in a large, 
grassy park in New York City. She has her hand to her face, looking wistfully into the 
distance beyond the camera. It is a hazy summer day, and there are people lounging in the 
grass behind her. The mood is both innocent and carefree. Yet the real subject of the picture 
is in the background, for behind the girl stands the old World Trade Center, both towers 
rising above the landscape. The picture is captioned, “The world you were born in no longer 
exists.” 
 
What so resonates about the picture is not the picture itself, but the reality it represents: a 
time of innocence cut short by tragedy, a time to which we can never return. But despite all 
our yearnings, we could not possibly re-build the rubble that was left behind from that 
national tragedy. The only thing we could do as a country was clean up, move forward, and 
build something new. 
 
As a Church, we have a tough pill to swallow: It is worthless to try and “re-build” a church 
back to “the way things were before” – that cultural reality no longer exists. Rather than 
forever chase the past, we must embrace the adventure God has set before us, and by His 
Holy Spirit seize the new opportunities for ministry that await. 
 
A Once-and-Future Mode of Ministry 
 

An honest accounting of the world around us tells us that churches will look drastically 
different in the coming years than they ever have in our lifetimes. These drastic changes will 
be the result of the one-two punch of increased cultural opposition and the falling away of 
lukewarm Christians. Churches will be smaller and leaner, yet more financially and 
theologically engaged. Socially, Christianity in the West will become increasingly costly, so 
only the most serious Christians will endure. In most places, congregations of 50 or more 
will be considered large. These congregations, especially those with limited resources, will 
need to adopt the flexibility and resilience of the Church Militant throughout history, and 
indeed across much of the world today: firm in the face of state persecution, willing and able 
to meet in unconventional places, and fiercely committed to passing on the Gospel to the 
next generation. 
 
I firmly believe Holy Communion Anglican Church is well-positioned for this once-and-
future mode of ministry. We have demonstrated this through our willingness to gather 
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anywhere to worship God in Word and Sacrament, and our uncompromising commitment 
to Biblical Truth and Church Tradition. But our work is far from over; in fact, it is only 
beginning. 
 
The pace of cultural change is rapidly accelerating. It is therefore pointless to try and mimic 
cultural trends for the sake of “relevance.” What is relevant now will be ancient history in a 
week. Take Facebook, for example. While many of us here may regard the behemoth social 
platform as a hub for the next generation, the reality is Facebook has long been replaced by 
Tik Tok as the “platform of choice” for anyone under the age of thirty. This is just one of 
many examples of how cultural trends change without us even noticing. 
 
At the same time, we must not blatantly disregard the innovations and cultural touchstones 
of the generations to come. Like it or not, the public square is where we are called to spread 
the Gospel. We must engage it with wisdom and discernment, not retreat into our own echo 
chambers. 
 
It is also important to recognize that our church will not revive herself. Only through the 
eager and obedient ministry of the faithful will there be any revival. This includes: the 
commitment to growing in the knowledge and stature of Jesus Christ through Word and 
Sacrament; the commitment to consistent weekly church attendance; the discipline of the 
10% tithe as a baseline for Christian giving; sacrificing personal time for worship, 
instruction, and fellowship; and tirelessly inviting family, friends, and neighbors to share in 
our church community. 
 
As we navigate the shifting realities of living in a post-Covid Western culture, an unwavering 
commitment to the above principles will stand out in stark contrast to the following cultural 
dynamics: 
 
First, the majority of people’s lives are increasingly lived in virtual space. Not merely “virtual 
reality”, but also through social media, remote work, virtual school, and online communities. 
In-person community will be the exception and not the norm. Our generations are starved 
for real community, and the Church must be willing and ready to provide it. 
 
Second, the majority of people in the United States will soon have grown up in single parent 
or unmarried households. The nuclear family will therefore be both a superpower (for the 
God-ordained blessings it provides) and a cultural lightning rod (as the family unit is 
maligned by a hostile collectivist mindset). 
 
Third, when the youngest generations among us come of age, they will be the most 
emotionally and developmentally scarred of any in our lifetimes. They have been abused 
sexually and psychologically through transgender and critical sexual ideology, and through 
the fetishization of mental illness. They have been abused emotionally and physically 
through forced masking and social isolation, which has robbed them of their childhoods. 
They will distrust every institution, because all have lied to them and sacrificed them on the 
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altar of pride. These generations will also distrust themselves because they have been 
manipulated by adults for political gain their whole lives. 
 
The Church must be ready to offer coming generations the healing and peace which only 
Christ can provide, through consistently and steadfastly speaking the truth, being slow to 
speak and quick to listen, affirming their dignity as made in God’s image, loving them 
sacrificially, and welcoming the repentant into deep spiritual community. 
 
The Need to Speak the Truth 
 

Indeed, the vision for ministry above only works if Christians are obedient to our duty to 
speak the truth in charity. Public discourse is now more than ever dictated by a socio-
political monoculture. People are told not to believe their eyes when they observe the state 
of the world around them but are instead told to accept a pre-approved narrative. A church 
grounded in the simple realities of God’s good creation and Natural Law, and willing to 
defend them, will be an oasis in the desert to a silent population desperate for sanity and 
deeper meaning. These realities include: 

• God created men and women different, with distinct but equally dignified roles. 
Likewise, men cannot become women and women cannot become men. 

• Marriage and the family form the foundation of society. 

• Parents know best how to raise their children. 

• All people have dignity, from conception to natural death. This dignity extends even 
to those of an opposite or hostile political and ideological worldview. 

• There is an objective moral truth, rooted in God’s creation of the universe. Because 
truth is objective, the good, the true, and the beautiful are intrinsically linked, and 
Christians should live in a way that makes our love for the three evident and inviting 
to the world around us. 

• True freedom, given by God, is the liberty to choose right over wrong. That freedom 
ceases to exist when the right becomes compulsory, or when the wrong is given full 
license. Freedom is rooted in love, for such is the way God loves us: we are neither 
forced to follow Christ, nor are we permitted to pursue the desires of the flesh 
without consequence. As the Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen said, “Freedom 
does not mean the right to do whatever we please, but rather to do as we ought. The 
right to do whatever we please reduces freedom to a physical power and forgets that 
freedom is a moral power.” 

• Finally, true love for our neighbor supersedes fear of offense or risk to personal 
health. It is not loving to hide the truth from one who needs to hear it. Nor is it 
loving to deny someone personal liberty and freedom of conscience for the sake of 



6 

avoiding illness and death. Christ sacrificed all out of love for us: “Greater love has 

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) 

Principles for 2022 and Beyond – Lively Faith & Christian Adventure 
 

In summary, our path forward in ministry is a call to lively faith. The Christian life calls us to 
so much more, not the same old thing, and not less. The Christian life requires so much 
more of us, not because we can accomplish anything by the might of our own hand, but 
because we eagerly and willingly offer ourselves to be used as God’s instruments of 
salvation. We are called to adventure precisely because our lives are a journey to the ultimate 
standard of love, holiness, and sacrifice set forth by Christ, and what a journey it is, 
considering how far we start from Him! 
 
Therefore, if we merely long to go back to our prior state, we are not following the path 
God has set before us. God has, and God will make a way in the desert. To stay on that path 
requires discipline, now more than ever. Such discipline includes constant prayer, time set 
aside for personal study of Scripture, consistent church attendance, reverence in worship, 
and a willingness to linger in fellowship after. It includes discipline in the practice of a 10% 
tithe, an unwavering commitment to speaking the truth, and getting creative with how we 
minister to our friends, families, neighbors, and each other. 
 
When the Scituate Reservoir was completed, it had immediate and long-lasting benefits for 
the State of Rhode Island. Over 7 million evergreen trees were planted around the reservoir 
to protect and clean the surrounding environment. The 28 islands within the reservoir have 
been home to bald eagles. But most importantly, today the Scituate Reservoir supplies over 
60% of Rhode Island’s clean drinking water. Without the reservoir, over half the state 
wouldn’t have clean water to drink. If the reservoir hadn’t been built, Rhode Island would 
not have a proper water supply, and Scituate would remain a town of swamps and 
abandoned mills. Tragic though the circumstances were 100 years ago, the reservoir project 
brought untold beauty and good to the state. Of course, the residents at the time did not 
know all that would come of the reservoir, but they had to move forward, nonetheless. 
 
The same is true for God’s people. At the end of the Genesis account of Joseph, he shares 
these words of comfort to his brothers after the death of their father, Jacob: 
 
“But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant 
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today.’” (Genesis 50:19-20) 
 
Joseph was once captured by his jealous brothers, beaten, and sold into servitude in Egypt. 
But after reuniting with his brothers, Joseph knew that God had ordained all the evil that 
had been done to him and used it to bring great good to others. Joseph rose in favor with 
Pharoah by his prophecy and came to power in Egypt. Then Joseph multiplied Egypt’s 
blessings during the seven years of plenty. When the seven years of famine came, the 
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resources Joseph set aside saved countless lives, including those of his own family, whom he 
was eager to bless. 
 
As a church, we must not give in to the temptation to despair. Yes, our lives do not look the 
way we imagined them. Yes, we see the multiplication of evil in the world around us. But 
God is greater than all our fears and concerns, and He has ordained our present 
circumstances to carry out His good purposes. 
 
The way forward does not lead us back into Egypt, nor does it lead us back into Jerusalem, 
nor back into Babylon, nor to the large, affluent, socially relevant congregations of our past. 
Yes, God can bring an increase of people and resources - we pray for such revival in His 
Universal Church. But as with the Israelites, the place where we once worshipped no longer 
exists. The way forward is only through the wilderness, through the desert. And God will 
make a highway and a river to lead us, but it is our responsibility to follow him and not go 
astray. Thus, it is not about your way or my way, but about God’s way. May Holy 
Communion Anglican Church in 2022 and beyond be faithful to follow God’s way, 
wherever it may lead. 
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WHAT WE ARE FOR 
 

By The Rev. Mark R. Galloway, BA, ThM, MA, STM 
 
On both our church’s website and Facebook page you will find the following concerning our 
Congregation’s theological identity and mission: 
 

Holy Communion Anglican Church:  STANDING FIRM on Biblical Truth and Church Tradition. 
 

We are an independent Christian Congregation grounded in the Anglican tradition. 
Our mission is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and worship Him in Word and Sacrament. 
 

Join us for Christ-centered worship and trusted teaching  
that cuts against the grain of woke culture. 

 
Committed as we claim to “Christ-centered worship and trusted teaching that cuts against 
the grain of woke culture”, we know by moral conviction what we are up against at Holy 
Communion Anglican Church:  Transgenderism, the Woke revolution, the Cancel culture 
movement, etc., etc., etc.  But what are we FOR as a Congregation?  Indeed, this is a most 
important (and even urgent) question, for the power of “yes” is always greater than that of 
“no.” 
 
As I’ve personally pondered that question, here are some thoughts as to what I believe we 
should aspire to affirm as an orthodox Christian Congregation “STANDING FIRM on 
Biblical Truth and Church Tradition.” 
 

The Triune God’s authority is a blessing for the Church Universal.  From our founding, Holy 

Communion Anglican Church has defended the Holy Scriptures as being the rule and 
ultimate standard of the Christian Faith, defended orthodoxy in doctrine, dignity in liturgy, 
and depth in devotion, as is all codified in the venerable tradition of the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer.  We do so with the great confidence that walking in the way of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ brings true happiness to the human soul.  We are not a community of Believers 
who grind our teeth and force ourselves to dutifully obey the Word of God.  Ours is a joyful 
Faith. 
 
In the years to come, Holy Communion Anglican Church shall continue to bear 
uncompromising witness to the Good News.  We in the Congregation have a shared 
conviction that the secular conceit of man’s self-sufficiency (see Jeremiah 17:5) demoralizes 
the human spirit and ultimately dehumanizes all people.  To expectantly respond to Christ’s 
call to follow Him daily and carry our respective crosses (Matthew 16:24) prepares us as a 
church to engage in the fulfillment of His collective plan for us – the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:16-20), that is, to make disciples of all we meet.  
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Truth and beauty are a gift from the Triune God and are meant to be enjoyed.  We live in an 

immensely political time in history, within which partisan (and uncharitable) hysteria 
threatens to wipe away the magnificent achievements of Western Civilization.  A vast 
majority of secular universities and colleges have allowed radical political activism to take 
sole possession of the humanities, social sciences, and in many cases even the natural 
sciences.  And liberal “Christian” seminaries have long ago forfeited historical biblical 
orthodoxy.  Everything, for the “Progressive” (Marxist) ideologues, must be tossed into their 
(falsely claimed) great cause of social justice. 
 
This mentality rejects Christian contemplation, which produces in us a gratefulness of what 
we, by God’s grace, learn and study, rather than using it as a tool to pound out an ungodly 
political agenda.  Holy Communion Anglican Church resists this latter temptation.  Whether 
it’s Saint John Chrysostom (c.347-407), Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430), Saint Thomas 
Aquinas (1225-1274), blessed Richard Hooker (1554-1600), blessed C. S. Lewis (1898-1963), 
the Venerable Servant of God Fulton J. Sheen (1895-1979), blessed John Stott (1921-2011), or 
the incomparable Joseph Ratzinger – Benedict XVI (b. 1927) – among many other of the 
faithful across the course of two-thousand years – we seek to take the measure of the great 
touchstones of our Christian culture (“Biblical Truth and Church Tradition”) – and to be 
measured by them. 
 
An immeasurable “treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians 4:7) is at stake in today’s cultural 
and political social civil war (both inside the Church and out).  But true regenerate Christians 
who walk as “children of the light” (Ephesians 5:8) refuse to capitulate to “the way of the 
wicked [which] is [ultimately] doomed” (Psalm 1:6).  We endeavor to stand in awe and 
wonder at the infinite majesty of the Triune God and in the magnificence of His created 
order (the entire universe) and of all nature, as well as in the great works of Christian and 
classical art, literature, history, philosophy, true scientific discovery, and orthodox Christian 
theology: “Taste and see that the LORD is good” (Psalm 34:8). 

 
A conservative outlook, widely understood, is what we must pursue.  Since the end of World  

War II, the progressive outlook has incrementally taken hold of the Western world.  Our 
most pressing current social and political problems stem from the disintegration and 
dissolution of the once solid foundations of a robust Judeo-Christian culture:  the centrality 
of marriage between a biological man and a biological woman, the nuclear family as the 
essential unit of a functioning society, the local faith community as the cultural center of 
identity, the integral coherence of the Judeo-Christian moral life, and a nation that truly 
believes all our rights and true freedom come from the Creator Himself and not from a 
governmental edict. Today, all these things have nearly fallen completely apart. 

 
“Conservatism” (from a traditional Christian perspective) honors, preserves, and renews the 
authority of Natural Law and the Sacred Scriptures, which have been the glue that have held 
a functionary free capitalist society together in this land for the past 246 years.  We know 
that in 2022, we need as a church to be defending the sacramental Rite of Holy Matrimony, 
encourage married couples to want to joyfully give birth to children, strive to restore the 
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proper place of biblical morality, and do our part to renew our national covenant with the 
“Creator” – “Nature’s God” -- who has “endowed” us “with certain unalienable Rights,” 
including those of “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” (see The Declaration of 

Independence).  Doing this, of course, means speaking boldly of the immutable fact of the 
Natural Law and the orders of all creation.  It means always using an unapologetically 
biblical vocabulary.  It means proclaiming faithfully the true Gospel which “cuts against the 
grain of woke culture” – not with self-righteous arrogance, but with a certain confidence that 
comes from the knowledge that our Christian witness harkens us to a higher calling then just 
being the citizens of a free, massively prosperous country of incomprehensible military 
power. 
 
Our greatest challenge in 2022 and beyond as a Congregation and as Christians in general are 
twofold.  Addressing modern people’s preoccupation with the management of their own 
inner psychological state, individuals who simultaneously always attempt to achieve 
“happiness” without the acknowledgement of the existence “Nature’s God” – He alone who 
can give any larger significance or purpose to human life. 
 
“Progressives” who (falsely) claim to be followers of the Nicene Creed make the conscious 
decision to sponge off the secular system for their own self-comfort.  Refusing to face the 
facts or tell the hard truths of what's really going on – and that is what one day will be 
figuratively inscribed across their headstones.  In a subtext it could also be added that they 
died from a lack of integrity.  It seems to me to be fitting to quote here from the Venerable 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen:  “It is a characteristic of any decaying civilization that the great 
masses of the people are unconscious of the tragedy.  Humanity in a crisis is generally 
insensitive to the gravity of the times in which it lives.” 
 
Holy Communion Anglian Church is firmly grounded in the Truth that endures.  We join in 
the battle for the soul of contemporary society with the confidence that it is the Triune God 
who oversees the Church Universal’s victories and her setbacks.  This confidence allows us 
to see clearly and speak boldly of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2) during 
such turbulent times. 
 
Now is the time for us with a new vigor to marshal our gifts and talents for the glory of 
God.  We must stand up for “Biblical Truth and Church Tradition.”  For if souls are not 
worth saving, then nothing is.  That is WHAT WE ARE FOR. 
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Report of the Vice President/Treasurer 
 

The year 2021 was the first full calendar year for Holy Communion Anglican Church 
(officially incorporated in August 2020).  During this past year, our Congregation met 
faithfully to worship God, hear and study His Holy Word, and partake of the Holy 
Eucharist.  We had 53 services with an average in-person attendance of 17 (with additional 
people watching online).  The Leadership Team (Board of Directors of the Corporation) 
met on a monthly basis to manage the temporal affairs of the Congregation.  Our First 
Annual Meeting was held on July 18, 2021, and at that meeting the Congregation ratified the 
Bylaws of the Congregation as well as a Policy Handbook and Common Prayer Book (which 
is currently in the printing process).  Praise God for the blessings He has bestowed on our 
fledgling fellowship! 
 
During 2021, Holy Communion Anglican Church had receipts totaling $53,180.38 and 
expenditures totaling $28,750.17.  The balance in our savings account at the end of the year 
was $54,673.87.  Our largest expenses were compensation to our Rector ($10,400.00) and 
Bishop-retired ($4,050.00) plus worship space rent ($4,400.00).  We spent $2,352.80 on 
purchases of furnishings for our worship space and $1,306.44 for the purchase of a laptop 
computer and accessories.  Our outreach spending consisted of a $1,000.00 donation to 
CareNet Rhode Island plus small purchases in support of the Ministry Training Network of 
Southeastern New England and Operation Christmas Child of Samaritan’s Purse.  Almost all 
of our income came from tithes and offerings, and we are thankful for the committed giving 
of the members of our Congregation. 
 
The Operating Budget for 2022 anticipates income of $52,250.00 and spending of 
$38,965.00, leaving $13,285.00 to be added to our savings.  The Board of Directors 
approved this budget on December 15, 2021 based on the budget proposal prepared by a 
Budget Committee consisting of Nathan Stomberg, Bob Bickerstaff, Shawna Worden, Cindy 
Hall, and Linda Marty.  The budget reflects realistic projections for both receipts and 
disbursements and should serve us well as a guide for the year ahead.  Included in the budget 
are modest increases in the compensation we provide to our Rector and Bishop-retired.  The 
communication expenses line item provides for some spending to promote our Church on 
the internet; the worship furnishings line item includes funding for our new Common Prayer 
Book; and the outreach spending line item challenges us to spend ten percent of our income 
for God’s work outside our Congregation. 
 
The next three pages contain a detailed look at our 2021 finances, the 2022 budget, and the 
in-person attendance at our worship services during 2021.  Please don't hesitate to contact 
me at any time with questions, comments, or concerns about the finances or financial 
reports of our Congregation or about any other matters relating to our Church. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Bob Bickerstaff 
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Annual Financial Report for 2021 
 
 

Balance as of January 1, 2021  $31,726.30 
    
 First Internet Bank Money Market Savings Account $28,007.49  
 Centreville Bank Checking Account   $3,718.81 
  $31,726.30  
    
Receipts   
 Tithes and Offerings $52,436.00  
 Savings Account Interest $166.38  
 Credit Card Cashback Rewards $150.00  
 Other Receipts $428.00 
     Total Receipts  $53,180.38 
    
Disbursements   
 Rector's Housing Allowance $10,400.00  
 Bishop-retired's Housing Allowance $4,050.00  
 Worship Space Rental Expense $4,400.00  
 Worship Service Expenses $1,721.08  
 Communication Expenses $2,563.11  
 Purchases of Worship Furnishings $2,352.80  
 Purchases of Clergy Supplies $255.99  
 Fellowship Expenses $449.11  
 Administrative Expenses $542.46  
 Insurance Expense $855.00  
 Outreach Spending $1,090.62  
 Ministerial Expenses $70.00 
     Total Disbursements  ($28,750.17) 
    
Balance as of December 31, 2021  $56,156.51 
    
 First Internet Bank Money Market Savings Account $54,673.87  
 Centreville Bank Checking Account   $1,482.64 
  $56,156.51  
    
    
 Major One-Time Worship Furnishing Purchases:   
     Room Dividers $1,149.18  
     Credence Table $234.08  
     Banner Stand and 7 Banners $235.18  
     Paschal Candle $178.25  
     Speaker    $534.95 
  $2,331.64  
    
 Major One-Time Communication Purchases:   
     Laptop Computer and Accessories $1,306.44  
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Approved Budget for 2022 
 
 

 Actual 2021 Budget 2022 

Receipts    

Tithes and Offerings $52,436.00 $52,000.00 

Savings Account Interest $166.38 $150.00 

Other Receipts      $578.00      $100.00 

    Totals $53,180.38 $52,250.00 

    

Disbursements    

Rector's Housing Allowance $10,400.00 $11,960.00 

Bishop-retired's Housing Allowance $4,050.00 $4,480.00 

Worship Space Rental Expense $4,400.00 $4,400.00 

Worship Service Expenses $1,721.08 $1,800.00 

Communication Expenses $2,563.11 $3,500.00 

Purchases of Worship Furnishings $2,352.80 $3,500.00 

Purchases of Clergy Supplies $255.99 $1,000.00 

Fellowship Expenses $449.11 $500.00 

Administrative Expenses $542.46 $600.00 

Insurance Expense $855.00 $1,000.00 

Outreach Spending $1,090.62 $5,225.00 

Ministerial Expenses        $70.00   $1,000.00 

    Totals $28,750.17 $38,965.00 

    

Savings $24,430.21 $13,285.00 

    

    

Compensation Information    

Rector's Housing Allowance (per week) $200.00 $230.00 

Bishop-retired's Housing Allowance (per sermon) $150.00 $160.00 
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In-Person Attendance -- 2021 
 
 

 1/3/2021 Sunday 18 7/4/2021 Sunday 20 

 1/10/2021 Sunday 18 7/11/2021 Sunday 24 

 1/17/2021 Sunday 19 7/18/2021 Sunday 16 

 1/24/2021 Sunday 18 7/25/2021 Sunday 15 

 1/31/2021 Sunday 16 8/1/2021 Sunday 16 

 2/7/2021 Sunday ** 8/8/2021 Sunday 16 

 2/14/2021 Sunday 22 8/15/2021 Sunday 15 

 2/17/2021 Ash Wednesday 15 8/22/2021 Sunday ** 

 2/21/2021 Sunday 18 8/29/2021 Sunday 16 

 2/28/2021 Sunday 17 9/5/2021 Sunday 16 

 3/7/2021 Sunday 18 9/12/2021 Sunday ** 

 3/14/2021 Sunday 23 9/19/2021 Sunday 15 

 3/21/2021 Sunday 14 9/26/2021 Sunday 20 

 3/28/2021 Sunday 22 10/3/2021 Sunday 19 

 4/2/2021 Good Friday 14 10/10/2021 Sunday 12 

 4/3/2021 Easter Vigil 23 10/17/2021 Sunday 14 

 4/11/2021 Sunday 18 10/24/2021 Sunday 15 

 4/18/2021 Sunday 24 10/31/2021 Sunday 13 

 4/25/2021 Sunday 16 11/7/2021 Sunday 15 

 5/2/2021 Sunday 20 11/14/2021 Sunday 15 

 5/9/2021 Sunday 15 11/21/2021 Sunday 18 

 5/16/2021 Sunday 18 11/24/2021 Thanksgiving Eve 15 

 5/23/2021 Sunday 19 11/28/2021 Sunday 18 

 5/30/2021 Sunday 19 12/5/2021 Sunday 18 

 6/6/2021 Sunday 21 12/12/2021 Sunday 16 

 6/13/2021 Sunday 17 12/19/2021 Sunday 18 

 6/20/2021 Sunday 19 12/24/2021 Christmas Eve 23 

 6/27/2021 Sunday 15 12/26/2021 Sunday 14 

  

 ** Service Cancelled 

     

 Total Services:   53 

 Average Attendance:   17.5 

 

 

 


